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Looking at Art. 1 of the Swiss Civil Code with a Comparative Lens

Micol Ferrario
PhD Student, Universita della Svizzera italiana — Université de Neuchatel

Art. 1 of the Swiss Civil Code (SCC) has been depicted as one of the main gateways for comparative law
in Switzerland. It also represents a powerful instrument with respect to transnational judicial
communication, namely the voluntary use that Swiss judges make of foreign case law when adjudicating
purely domestic cases. With the aim of securing a deeper understanding of the central and propulsive
role Art. 1 SCC can potentially play in this field, this informal discussion will provide a comparative
analysis of a number of foreign provisions concerning interpretative legal techniques, namely those of
Austria, Italy, France, and Germany.
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